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President’s Letter 
Wow!  This year is really flying by – hard to believe we are more than halfway through the 

school year already!   We are sure Ken Ramdass, Julie Gamber and Nick Tangorra are happy 

that we are experiencing a mild winter as they direct traffic flow in the mornings and perform 

their crossing guard duties in the afternoon – THANK YOU for your time and always having 

a smile on your face, no matter what the thermometer says!!! 

 

We have had a lot of fun over the past few months.  Our Holiday Gift Shop was a huge suc-

cess with our students finding many great gifts between the HGS merchandise and the craf-

ters and vendors who joined us this year. Our Art Awareness program recently completed its 

second round of presentations to our students who enjoyed relating art to subjects they were 

learning about in class.  The Invention Convention at this year‘s Education Fair brought out 

so many innovative ideas from our students.   And most recently, the Fun Fair!  It was great 

to see so many Ivy Hill students and their families participating in such a great event for all.  

We are right in the middle of Chess Club and Lunchtime Readers right now, which are both 

great alternatives to recess in the cold winter months (although not so cold right now!)  We 

would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all of our PTA volunteers for their time in making 

our activities so successful. 

 

Ivy Hill students have participated in some very worthwhile causes too—donations of much 

needed items to the WINGS Shelter, a coat and mitten drive, and holiday lights recycling, to 

name a few.  

 

On the fundraising side, in addition to our Fun Fair, we have had several successful Dining 

for Dollars days at local restaurants and are more than halfway to our Box Tops goal (looks 

like Ms. Csensich will be pitching a tent in the Spring!!)   

 

Hopefully, you‘ve had a chance to participate in one or more of these wonderful events,    

either as a participant or volunteer or both!   If not, or if you just can‘t get enough, there is 

plenty more to come…. 

 

We have a busy schedule in the upcoming months – we will be ‗skating‘ through February 

at our annual Ivy Hill roller skating party at Orbit, taking a much-needed ‗break‘ in March, 

grabbing a good book at our Book Fair in April, celebrating our teachers in May, and getting 

ready for Field Day in June, to name just a few!   

 

We can‘t thank you enough for your support of Ivy Hill‘s PTA.  Everything we do is possible 

only because of the time and effort given by our dedicated parents, students and school staff!  

We look forward to a great second half with all of you!! 

 

Cassy and Monica 
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From Our Superintendent 

Happy New Year AHSD 25 Parents!  We are beginning 2012 

with gusto. Student learning and professional learning are al-

ways on our minds.  You will find much evidence of that work in 
the newly developed Annual Report.   We have posted the AN-

NUAL REPORT for your review on the website.  You will find it 

on the front page of the website.  Please read it and give us 

feedback.  If we have missed highlighting important features of 
the district, we can easily remedy that oversight with additional 

editing.  Several years ago, we printed the Annual Report and 

mailed it to every household in the district.  We certainly do believe in open communi-

cation, and at the same time,  we are trying to be cost neutral and thus no 20,000 cop-
ies in print or in the mail this year.  However, if you would prefer a hard copy rather 

than an online version, we can make one available to you.  You will find some copies in 

each school office, in the public library, and at the Senior Citizens Center, or you may 

call my office (847-758-4871) and we will see that you get a printed copy.   

Continuing with this communications theme, you will soon find a new face on our web-

site.  We are working with EdLine which will be a familiar name to middle school par-
ents who use EdLine to keep up with their student’s progress at TMS and SMS.  EdLine 

is working with us to give our website a more user friendly appeal.  We will look for-

ward to hearing your helpful suggestions along the way as we make progress toward 

that new and more dynamic website  in February and March. 

 

SAFETY FIRST...this reminder comes in capital letters.  Almost every school staff 

has mentioned the concern of drivers dropping off students safely in the morning and 

picking them up safely in the afternoon.  PLEASE, PLEASE adhere to the safe driving 
practices that will keep all of our children safe as they cross the streets or driveways, 

as they exit the car and make their way into the school buildings, and as they trust all 

of us to protect them on their way to and from school.  We have worked with the Ar-

lington Heights Police Department to help us emphasize safety.  And when the police 
are present, they report that parents put down their cell phones, wait patiently for all 

children to exit safely, drive slowly, pull forward and follow traffic guides, and do not try 

to pass other cars where exiting children are present.  We need to have these safe hab-

its every day...not just when the policeman is present to remind us.  Thank you so very 
much for working with us to keep your children safe.  I apologize in advance to all of 

you who are being so very careful and paying close attention to all these guides for 

safety. This is one of those efforts that requires 100% participation. Thank you! 
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ABC/25 Happenings  by: Patti Schulstad 

 

Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make the 2012 District 25 Staff Variety Show 

a huge success!  There was a great turnout of people representing Ivy Hill, both on stage and in 

the audience!  Many Ivy staff members danced in ―Ivy Goes ‗Glow‘bal!  Additionally, Edie 

Opitz played the keyboard and bass bars in ―Any Way You Want It‖ and ―Twinkle This‖.  The 

performances were outstanding and entertaining as noted by the large audience applause! 

All proceeds from the show will be used by the ABC/25 Foundation‘s Annual Large School 

Grant for District 25‘s ―Wired‖ Program. 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars and get your running shoes ready!  The ABC/25 Family 5K run/walk and 

Kids 1 mile run will be Saturday, April 21, 2012.  The goal of this event is to promote healthy 

living choices for children while fostering interaction between the schools.  We also want to 

raise money for ABC/25 School Grants and PTA Scholarships.  The organizing committee 

needs help with marketing and recruiting sponsors.  If you can help, please contact Diane    

Liigsoo at dliigsoo.ivyhill@hotmail.com or Judy Newman at cubs2win1@att.net.  

mailto:dliigsoo.ivyhill@hotmail.com
mailto:cubs2win1@att.net
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Treasurer Report February 2012   by: Cindy Stefani 

Thank you for your support in our fundraisers over the last 3 months.  We raised an additional $3,200 

from Market Day, Grande Jake‘s, Picture Day, Midtown Athletic Club, and Holiday Gift Shop Craft 

and Vendor Fees.  This brings our total amount raised to $6,300 of our $12,025 goal.  Coming up in 

the next few months we will have Book Fair, Movie Night (K-2nd) and more Dining for Dollars Res-

taurants. 

If you did not have a chance to read my last Inklings article, please click on this  http://

ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/ivy-inklings/ and  http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/about-the-pta/pta-budget/  to learn where our 

fundraising dollars go.  What are some of the expenses we have incurred  since the last Inklings arti-

cle?   

As stated in my last article, $50 is budgeted for each teacher to purchase items they need in their 

classrooms.  We have paid out an additional $400 which brings our total reimbursed to over $1,300. 

The PTA sponsored an assembly in November performed by Smarty Pants for $500. 

We spent $170 on Red Ribbon week from our Juvenile Protection Budget. 

We purchased materials and props for the 1st/5th Grade show for $170. 

We spent $164 from our Safety Patrol budget to reward our 5th grade student volunteers for their hard 

work. 

In the coming months, we will be incurring more expenses which continue to directly benefit the stu-

dents.  Some of these activities are the Chess Club, Roller Skating Party, and Musical Productions. 

So many things are happening this year with Box Tops!   

We were so excited when Ms. Csensich offered to camp outside on school 

grounds, if our school reached its goal of raising $2,211.  If we reach our goal, 

kids will assist with camp site preparations, and the following day will be a pa-

jama day.  Keep an eye out for Ms. Csensic directing traffic that morning in 

her PJ's!  This goal was very aggressive, but so far this year we have broken so many records that it 

looks like we can do it!  Check the box tops poster in the office to track our progress! 

 

Our box top detectives set out with their magnifying glasses to search out those beautiful tops in pan-

tries, cabinets and homes of friends and relatives!  New products are sporting the symbol every-

day.  Check out www.btfe.com to learn about the many products that participate.  The site has give 

aways and raffles often, so log on and see how much progress our school has made.  On the site, you 

can also learn about e-box tops. There are links to many of your favorite websites and any orders you 

place can earn box tops for our school without you even having to grab the scissors! 

 

Have you starred in our Ivy Hill Box Top movie yet?  Students that bring in at least 10 Box Tops to 

the office anytime between now and February 24th will have their picture taken in the office and be in 

our movie!  Coordinate bringing in Box Tops with friends and have your picture taken together.   

Thank you again for all of your help and participation in our efforts this year! 
                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                       By: Emily Morrison 

http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/ivy-inklings/
http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/ivy-inklings/
http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/about-the-pta/pta-budget/
http://www.btfe.com
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Fourth Grade Musical 

1st & 5th Grade “A Pirate’s Christmas” 
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IVY HILL 2012 FUN FAIR 
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The Benefits of Eating Breakfast for Students 

Breakfast may be known as the most important meal of the day, but in many 

families, children are used to starting the day without the morning meal.  

 

In fact, up to 30 percent of children ages 8 to 13 don't eat breakfast every 

day, reports the University of Florida. Making sure your kids eat a daily breakfast is 

one of the simplest ways to improve their health, behavior and school performance. 

 

Kids who eat breakfast are less likely to be overweight; this may be due to the 

fact that people who skip meals usually eat more calories the rest of the day.  

Breakfast also gives kids an opportunity to take in essential nutrients; fewer 

meals means fewer chances to get the many vitamins and minerals their bodies 

need. That's why it's not just eating breakfast that counts, but making the most 

of the meal by choosing nutrient-rich foods. 

Breakfast doesn't just fill the stomach; it can also help children improve their 

academic performance. 

Kids who eat breakfast have higher test scores, superior concentration and bet-

ter muscle coordination, and they're less likely to miss classes or report to school 

late, according to the University of Florida.  

Breakfast eaters also tend to exhibit better classroom behavior, and perform 

better in certain subjects like math, reports Dr. Ronald E. Kleinman, chief of pe-

diatric gastroenterology and nutrition at Boston's Massachusetts General Hospi-

tal and professor of pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. 

 

Read more: http://www.livestrong.com/article/466795-benefits-of-eating-breakfast-for-students/

#ixzz1lRRrXTnA 

Jun 8, 2011 | By Kristen Fisher 

 

Submitted by: Theresa R. Hennigan, RN, BSN, Certified School Nurse 

 

http://www.livestrong.com/article/466795-benefits-of-eating-breakfast-for-students/#ixzz1lRRrXTnA
http://www.livestrong.com/article/466795-benefits-of-eating-breakfast-for-students/#ixzz1lRRrXTnA
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Arlington Heights Police Department 

Selective Enforcement in School Related Zones 

One of the duties of the Traffic Enforcement Unit is to be in the vicinity of the various  

schools within the Village during arrival or dismissal times.  

Officers utilize speed detection devices in these posted 20 MPH school speed limit zones  

and cite traffic violators when children are present. This helps to maintain safe driving  

habits by all motorists, and assure that the students and school buses arrive and depart  

safely.  

 Traffic officers also initiate and conduct follow-up investigations on reports  

of school bus stop-arm violations while children are entering and exiting school buses.  

This violation is outlined in the Illinois Vehicle Code under Section 625 ILCS 5 / 11-1414.  

Violators are required to appear in court, and a conviction will result in a mandatory  

three-month drivers license suspension or one-year suspension for a second or subsequent  

conviction. 

Car Burglary by: Officer Jeff Aiello—School Resource Officer 

Consider with me what you currently have in your car.  Most cars I see contain some spare change, an I-Pass, 

GPS, iPod, cell phone, CDs, DVDs, etc.  Some people also leave tablet and laptop computers and e-readers in 

their cars.  Now, add the value of those items and you should come up with a number between $1,000-$2,000 

or more.  Remove those items and replace them one hundred dollar bills sitting in plain view.  Not many of us 

would leave $2,000 in cash sitting in our cars?  When we leave items of value in our vehicles we are essen-

tially leaving cash sitting on the dash board.  A basic crime prevention tip for a crime of opportunity like 

car burglary is to remove the opportunity.  Start by locking your car doors.  Many car burglars are known to 

walk through parking lots and down streets checking door handles for unlocked cars.  If you park in a garage, 

this would include remembering to close the garage door…that is often attached to your home.   Remove or 

move items of value.  Take them out of sight.  You should even go as far as taking down the mounting bracket 

for your GPS.  Then, wipe the suction cup mark off of the windshield.  Hide the power cords too.  You may 

have received a Crime of Opportunity Notice (CON Card) from the Arlington Heights Police Department.  

This is our friendly way to tell you if we can see it, so can the bad guys.  There are no fines associated with 

CON Cards and they have greatly contributed to lowering the rate of vehicle burglaries through out the Vil-

lage.  For more information on CON Cards and other crime prevention tips, please call the Arlington Heights 

Police Department‘s Community Services Bureau at 847-360-5330  
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Deadline to submit Yearbook Pictures is Friday March 23rd   

The Yearbook Staff continues to work on the yearbook, so please sub-
mit your pictures from all school activities.  Our photographers can’t be 
everywhere, so help us get as many photos as possible to make the 
yearbook great.  To submit photos online go 
to: https://images.memoryebooks.com/login. If it does not automatically log you into 
the site, enter username: 400113457 and password: ivyeagles.  It’s easy! Submit your 
photos today!  If you have any questions, contact Gail Esler at gail.esler@comcast.net, 
Patti Krinninger at spekkrin@gmail.com, or Suzanne Krause 
at svkrause@hotmail.com.  

Movie Night: Kung Fu Panda 2 will 

be shown on Friday, March 9 for K-2. 

HGS was again the recipient of the Kohl's Cares $500 
grant. Thank you to our local Kohls and the employees 
who helped at HGS. Because of their efforts and par-
ticipation, Ivy Hill received 

the $500 Kohl's Cares grant.  

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Ivy Hill 5th graders are selling En-

tertainment Books for $10 each. 

They are filled with coupons and 

over $75 of gift cards! If interested, 

please complete the 

atttached Entertainment Book Order Form and re-

turn it to the office with payment.  

Ivy Hill really GEARED UP for this year's Education Fair!                                     By: Jenn Baumeister 

The theme was Invention Convention, and the Ivy Hill Eagles produced approximately 100 prob-
lem-seeking, solution-finding, creative, imaginative, and innovative minds, who created new prod-
ucts.  The Ivy Hill Invention Convention was held on Friday, January 13th, during the school day, 
and later in the evening.  All students had the opportunity to view the inventions of those participat-
ing during the school day, and families came  in the evening to wander through the Ivy Hill Invention 
Commons.  Thank you to all of the parents and families who helped their student plan, build, create, 
and participate in the Invention Convention.  Some of the creative inventions included The Bed 
Maker, The Cleaning Robot, The Can Smasher 3000, The EZ Hanger, Safety Soup, and The Spa-
ghetti Helper.  The inventions were truly unique and innovative. CONGRATULATIONS to all stu-
dents who participated.  We will look forward to more creative projects from the Ivy Inventors next 

year!                                                                                                                             

https://images.memoryebooks.com/login
mailto:gail.esler@comcast.net
mailto:spekkrin@gmail.com
mailto:svkrause@hotmail.com
http://ivyhillpta.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/entertainmentbooks2.pdf
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Important Dates! 

April 2012     March 2012 

February 2012 

13th - Market Day Internet 

Order Due 

14th -  Valentine‘s Day 

(Classrooms Parties) 

16th -  Market Day Pick-Up 

2:30 - 3:30 pm Roller Skating 

Party 6:30 - 8:45 pm 

17th -  School Improvement 

Day  NO SCHOOL 

20th -  President‘s Day NO 

SCHOOL 

22nd -  2nd Grade Show - AM 

23rd -  2nd Grade Show - PM 

24th -  Box Top/Campbell‘s 

Labels Due 

1st -  Online Registrations Due For All 

K-8 Students 

9th -  MOVIE NIGHT 6:30 pm K thru 

2nd Grade 

11th - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

BEGINS 

12th - Market Day Internet Order  Due 

14th -  PTA Council Cultural Arts 

Event/Reflection Awards 6pm THO-

MAS 

15th -  Market Day Pick-Up 2:30 - 

3:30 pm 

16th -  Progress Reports Sent Home 

19th -  Tentative Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences - NO SCHOOL (if 2 snow 

days are used) 

20th -  Tentative Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences– NO SCHOOL (if 4 snow 

days are used) 

23rd -  SPRING VACATION begins 

at end of classes 

26th thru 30th -  SPRING VACA-

TION! 

5th -  Book Fair 3:00 - 8:00 pm 

6th -  NO SCHOOL -  GOOD FRI-

DAY 

9th -  Institute Day -  NO SCHOOL 

16th -  Market Day Internet  Order  

Due 

18th -  3rd GRADE SHOW– PM 

19th -  3rd GRADE SHOW– AM 

Market Day Pick-Up 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

25th -  Kindergarten Orientation 6:30 

pm 

By: Michelle Gledhill 

 
Does Josh have what it takes to be a BASEBALL GREAT?  Can the D Squad 
really use THE HOMEWORK MACHINE without getting caught?  THE 
STRANGE CASE OF ORIGAMI YODA really is strange, but is the origami yoda 
real?  Will Eddie Ball win a million dollars in a free throw shooting contest in 
THE MILLION DOLLAR SHOT?  Many of these questions were discussed dur-
ing this year’s Lunchtime Readers program.  In this PTA-sponsored program, 

students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades choose a book from a wide range of titles.  
They meet in parent-led small groups once a week for six weeks during lunch 
recess, where they discuss the book, play games, learn new vocabulary words, 
and have fun!  This year 156 students participated, reading 14 different book 
titles.  A celebration for participating in the program will be held on March 2nd.   
A special presentation by local author Allan Woodrow will help wrap up another 
great Lunchtime Reader experience. 
 
Thank you to all the parent volunteers who lead a Lunchtime Reader group 
this year: 

Shakina Gandrapu 
Sherri Kontos 
Lucrezia Laera 
Colleen Wytmar 
Angela Zitella 
Andra Morgan 
Jennifer Ryan 

Maureen Karsten 
Varija Myana 

Lisa Vates 
Shanin Trivanovic 

Jenny Adams 
Heidi Lindsay 

Michelle Gledhill 
Sandy Vasilakos 
Noreen Catino 

Lynn Feder 
JoAnna Lira 
Kara Janus 

Jean McLoone 
Betsy Hadley 
Katie Fricke 

Marianne Brennan 
Lisa Schmidt 
Peg Coduti  

Emily Morrison 
Monica Barba 
Jennifer Spitz 
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Co-President   

Cassy  Mrowicki                           

cmrowicki99@yahoo.com                                       

(847) 590-9879                                                        

 

Co-President   

Monica Barba                                 

monbarba@att.net                                                  

(847) 682-6883 

 

1st Vice-President                                                  

Louann Benbow                                                      

 

2nd Vice President                                                

Betsy Hadley                                                          

 

3rd Vice President 

Colleen  Wytmar 

Darla Mueller 

 

Treasurer 

Cindy Stefani 

 

Secretary 

Kara Janus 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Rose Trajano 

Visit National PTA at http://www.pta.org  for more information on getting involved. 

Ivy Hill wins another Academic Award of Excellence from 

the State of Illinois! 


