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Hope everyone is enjoying 2013 and getting ready for the many PTA activities we have scheduled in the upcoming months.  

Before we leave 2012 – we want to thank our Holiday Gift Shop committee for another successful event, everyone had a great 

time shopping for family and friends and sharing the yummy donuts and hot cocoa! 

 

Our Education Fair – Teachnology was our first event of the new year with over 150 student participants; thank you to Mr. Fijor 

and Ms. Boston for all of their help in coordinating a great event with our committee chairs.  We rolled out the red carpet at our 

Fun Fair at the beginning of February, everyone seemed to enjoy the games, food and entertainment!  The good times will con-

tinue to roll at the annual Roller Skating Party on Thursday, February 28.  Our Lunchtime Readers are meeting weekly for their 

book discussions and trying to keep warm or dry (depending on the day) in our crazy winter weather .  We would like to thank 

ALL of our committee chairs, volunteers and families and friends who have supported our PTA events, we appreciate your time 

and commitment to the school and most importantly to the kids.   

 

Ivy Hill students have participated in some very worthwhile causes too—donations of much needed items to the WINGS Shelter, 

a coat and mitten drive, and holiday lights recycling, to name a few.  

 

On the fundraising side, in addition to our Fun Fair, we have had several successful Dining for Dollars days at local restaurants. 

 

Hopefully, you’ve had a chance to participate in one or more of these wonderful events, either as a participant or volunteer or 

both!   If not, or if you just can’t get enough, there is plenty more to come…. 

 

Don’t forget to grab a good book at our Book Fair  or participate in the Cultural Arts family evening in March, pull out the run-

ning shoes and join our Running Club in the spring, which will help us warm up for Field Day! 

 

We can’t thank you enough for your support of Ivy Hill’s PTA.  Everything we do is possible only because of the time and effort 

given by our dedicated parents, students and school staff!  We look forward to a great second half with all of you!! 

 

Denise and Cassy 
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Curriculum Spotlight:  Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics  

By: Ms. Boston 

 

The Ivy Hill staff has been focusing on understanding and addressing the new Illinois Learning Standards, which incorporate the 
Common Core. “The Common Core State Standards were developed through a process led by U.S. states to craft academic stand-
ards that establish clear and consistent benchmarks for essential learning and skills. They are the best and highest of state stand-
ards.” (Illinois State Board of Education 2010) The new standards or learning expectations progress from Kindergarten to grade 12. 

 
Some of these new standards resonate with what we already know and apply as part of best instructional practice in reading, 
writing, and mathematics. However, the standards do have new implications as we consider what we are regularly asking  of chil-
dren at different benchmarks in their academic careers. The following are some of the key shifts we have been discussing and mak-
ing part of our work in reviewing our curriculum and instruction with the English language arts Common Core Standards in mind. 

 
Shift 1:  More nonfiction and informational text reading  

The Common Core Standards include standards in English language arts, as well as literacy standards in history/social studies, sci-
ence, and technical subjects. By explicitly including these content areas as part of children’s literacy competencies, it has really 
brought new attention and meaning to reading and writing across the curriculum. When we look at reading, in particular, there is a 
difference between learning to read and reading to learn. During the primary years, students learn to read and write. “They be-
come familiar with the roles that literacy can play in various contexts, the value of reading, and the enjoyment that reading can 
provide. They build their vocabulary, acquire conceptual knowledge, learn about letter-sound relationships and the relationship 
between oral and written language, and practice the skills necessary to become automatic and fluent readers.” (Educational Lead-
ership 2002) As they get older and move into the intermediate and middle school levels, students begin using these early reading 
skills to learn. Reading-to-learn involves a different purpose and often a different set of skills. The new Common Core Standards call 
for increased experiences and practice reading to learn with nonfiction at all grade levels. 
 
Shift 2:  Focus on Evidence 

“In reading, students will be expected to use evidence to demonstrate their comprehension of texts and to read closely in order to 
make evidence-based claims. In writing, students are expected to cite evidence to justify statements rather than rely on opinions or 
personal feelings.” (Harvard Education Letter July/August 2012) Engaging students in more close reading tasks is an area of focus. 
With teacher guidance, we are asking students to read and reread a complex piece of text several times in order for them to draw 
their own conclusions and to cite evidence from the text to support these conclusions. Students are prompted to really think about 
what the author has to say, what is the author’s purpose, and what the word choices and structure of the text is telling the reader. 
A hallmark of close reading tasks is that the answers are mainly reliant on the text. Students need to continually reference the text 
in order to complete reading tasks. 

 
Shift 3:  Text Complexity 

We have always considered the complexity of texts in making instructional and curricular choices for children’s reading. The new 
Common Core Standards have called for increased complexity standards for all grade levels. Text complexity is determined by both 
quantitative measures (like Lexile scores) and qualitative considerations (theme, topic, language, etc.) “The reading standards place 
equal emphasis on the sophistication of what children read and the skill with which they read.” (Education Northwest March 2011) 

 
What does this all mean for your children? We will continue to deliver high-level literacy instruction with the new Common Core 
Standards helping to inform what children need in order to be successful readers and writers for the 21st century. Throughout the 
year, we will continue to share our work with the Common Core Standards, including the areas of writing and mathematics.  

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/introduction/key-design-consideration
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/overview.pdf
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Box Tops/Labels Committee news... 

Did you know…. 

 

* Through the Box Top program, Ivy Hill has already earned over $1800 in cash this 

school year 

* Through the Labels for Education program, we qualified to receive 20 books as a 

bonus for reaching the maximum tier in their special bonus offer 

* Ivy Hill has over 140 families participating in the Box Tops and/or Labels for 

Education programs 

* 50 families earned a free Fun Fair ticket & those 50 families raised $205 in Box Tops 

* Now through Feb. 25 your child(ren) can star in the Ivy Hill movie “You Can’t TOP 

Our Love For Ivy Hill” - students who bring in 10 or more Box Tops can have 

their photo taken. Coordinate with friends and take a group picture or make a 

solo appearance. Look for the movie debut on our school website in March 

* Box Tops expire—if you hang on to them too long, they are worthless. Please send 

them in before they are just a piece of cardboard 

* You can submit your Box Tops and Labels anytime. The 10 families who submit the 

most will be entered into a raffle for a fabulous Box Tops prize pack 

* By shopping online, Ivy Hill gets cash! Simply go to www.btfe.com. Click on 

“earn” and “shop marketplace” and enjoy shopping at stores like Oriental Trading, Justice, 

Staples, 1-800-flowers and hundreds more! You will go directly to that retailer’s 

regular online shopping site. It really couldn’t be more simple! 

* There are coupons, recipes, sweepstakes, games and much more at www.btfe.com! 

Keep clipping! Ask your friends, family, co-workers and neighbors to save them for 

you! Submit your Box Tops by February 25 so they will be included in the check 

that Ivy Hill will receive in May. 

We couldn’t do it without you! Thank you! 

Your Box Tops/Labels Committee 

Darcy Moder, Lori Ann Oyen and Emily Morrison 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=odSudwImGhgWnM&tbnid=2VdDtf_Hg8vn7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chestnuthillpta.org%2Fbox-tops.html&ei=SpISUbypB-Su2gW4n4CADQ&bvm=bv.41934586,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGiF
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oLOLN3Phb3k2HM&tbnid=UMTcD9BJ8dasVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintjohngoshen.org%2Fbox-tops&ei=ApMSUYaQHY662gXci4GACQ&bvm=bv.41934586,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEfAQqat2
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Treasurer Report  By:  Helen Tsiftilis 

 

Thank you for your support in our fundraisers over the last 3 months.  We raised an 

additional $2,000 from Market Day, Dining for Dollars (Corner Bakery),  Spiritwear 

Sales, Manna Gift Card Sales, and Holiday Gift Shop Craft and Vendor Fees.  This 

brings our total amount raised to $5,800 of our $8,739 goal.  Coming up in the next few months we will have 

Book Fair, Movie Night (K-2nd) ,  Dining for Dollars Restaurants and Market Day. 

What are some of the expenses we have incurred  since the last Inkling article?   

 Fifty dollars is budgeted for each teacher to purchase items they need in their classrooms.  We have paid 

out an additional $400 which brings our total reimbursed to over $1,000. 

 We spent $136 from our Safety Patrol budget to reward our 5th grade student volunteers for their hard 

work. 

 We spent $143 towards our Everybody Counts Program. 

 

In the coming months, we will be incurring more expenses which continue to directly benefit the students.  

Some of these activities are the Chess Club, Roller Skating Party (February 28th), and Musical Productions. 

 

 

 

 

Soon the winter weather will leave us and more students will take to the sidewalks to walk and ride their bikes to 

school.  Now would be an excellent time to discuss some key safety tips to increase your child’s safety as they travel 

to and from school and around the neighborhood.  Tell your children to travel with a friend. Walk the route with your 

child and teach them to never take short cuts.  Show your child where they can go in case of an emergency.  Children 

have to learn to trust their feelings.  If they feel scared, uncomfortable, uneasy, etc. those are valid feelings.  Adults 

should never ask children for help or directions.  If a stranger does approach your child tell them NOT to talk to the 

person, run away, and get help.  They should call 911 if they have a phone.  Children should not wear identifying 

items while in public.  This makes it easy for a stranger to identify your child by name and engage them in a conversa-

tion.  Having a plan and practicing that plan will help keep your child safe as they travel to and from school and other 

places.  For any questions, comments, or concerns please contact me. 

 
Jeff Aiello 
School Resource Officer 
Arlington Heights Police Department 
847-368-5310 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GxIXzyPQwlvsVM&tbnid=aOlaa3HvruXsiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flongwood.ipsd.org%2FSubpage.aspx%3Fid%3D502&ei=-pQSUdvpAobg2QXw6oDQDg&psig=AFQjCNH4Fvy4Rmq4SXcYEFSGogf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bBfsFX8TdamLuM&tbnid=Gz-zh9zl9vODrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fstock-photo%2Fofficer.html&ei=wQYIUbPoCuet4ASXioGYCg&psig=AFQjCNEKyU8tOa6Ibf8DJlc80dG5
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From the environmental committee    by: Suzanne Krause 

Did you know, we are currently collecting pop tabs, cell phones, cell phone batteries, 

digital cameras, iPods, laptops, GPS, headphones, and printer cartridges, at school 

for recycling. We also collect Capri Sun, and any similar juice pouches at school, 

which we send to TerraCycle to be "upcycled", so send those in as well. In the 

spring we will be hosting a shoe drive and a book drive, so please save those items for future recycling! Thank 

you to everyone who brought their broken string lights in to be recycled instead of adding them to our land-

fills!  

By: Chris ODoherty and Amy Beaton 

The Six Hour Reading Program for Six Flags Great America is going on now! Stu-
dents received their log sheets in January. Students need to complete 6 hours 
(360 minutes) of recreational reading (reading not assigned by a teacher) and 

keep a log with a parent signature for each entry. Reading a magazine, newspa-
per, book, Nook, reading out loud or a parent reading to a child all count as an entry. The log needs to be 

turned into their homeroom teacher by Friday, February 22nd. Sorry, late entries will not be accepted. In re-
turn, students will receive a single one day admission to Six Flags Great America during the 2013 season. 

Specific dates will be stated on the ticket. Tickets will be distributed before the end of the school year.     
KEEP READING.... READ to SUCCEED! 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already submitted pictures to the yearbook! If 

you haven't gotten around to it yet, don't wait any longer. The final deadline is fast 

approaching! Get your pictures in the yearbook! Only photos from school related 

events will be accepted. To submit photos online, go to: https://

images.memoryebooks.com/login. If it does not automatically log you into the site, 

enter username: 400143555 and password: ivyeagles. Please note the grade of 

the pictured students, as well as the event at which the picture was taken (such as First Grade Show, First 

Day of School, Technology Fair, etc.). Including names of the students is not necessary.  

Family & Community Involvement had a great response from the Annual Hat & Mitten 

Drive in November! Thank you for your generous donations of hats, mittens and 

gloves! Shelter Inc appreciated the 134 donations! The following was collected and 

donated: 57 hats, 40 pairs of gloves, 2 matching sets, 4 misc items (hoods and 

scarves) and 15 beautifully handmade crochet hats (special thanks to the anonymous donor). Thank you for 

supporting such a worthy cause. The children supported by Shelter Inc were very thankful for Ivy Hill's gener-

osity! 

Thank you and great job to all in the Ivy Hill community who continue to act responsi-
bly for the safety of all!  Thank you to all of the fifth grade safety patrols for responsibly 
showing up at your posts and maintaining a great example for your peers and younger 
students.  The safety patrols got to enjoy a yummy Rosati's pizza lunch just before win-
ter break to say "thank you and keep up the good work."  Thank you parents for bat-
tling rain and snow to help with student drop-off in the morning.  PATIENCE, PATIENCE, 
PATIENCE!  We all need to exercise this great virtue and the safety patrol committee 

thanks all those who patiently wait on some students who need a little more help getting out of cars in the 
morning.  PLEASE REMEMBER - NO CELL PHONE USE ON SCHOOL PROPERTY (TALKING OR TEXTING) FOR 
THE SAFETY OF ALL!  Let's keep up the good work to continue enjoying a safe school year. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wyYIDzo9CGb4cM&tbnid=h3oP9Yb1x_3IhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfca.edu%2Fpurchasing%2Fterracycle%2F&ei=FPgHUbeGAbLa2wXH-oHQDg&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCN
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8GqkSsX24HRwoM&tbnid=TOj-Kd2vyMKmrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dublin.k12.ca.us%2FPage%2F1938&ei=dAEIUdiqKqaE4ATpuIHYCw&psig=AFQjCNHGo-LX4nXUfEHIWN1RGjXLymvzAQ&u
https://images.memoryebooks.com/login.
https://images.memoryebooks.com/login.
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=l1yU1pWKTYraiM&tbnid=aSuiDBWlFO3LbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwoodburn.schoolfusion.us%2Fmodules%2Fcms%2Fpages.phtml%3Fsessionid%3D%26pageid%3D103903&ei=tv0HUZyuHKa
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bSVhNSJ3_YzS6M&tbnid=NYVeLksf7z7OiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forteachersonly.com%2Fsearch%2F%3Fitem%3D1648%26pv%3D1&ei=q3wIUe2yG8XI2wXl24GQCA&bvm=bv.41642243,d
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By: Angie Zitella 

Fun Fair was another successful year. We had games, prizes, food, photo booth and a DJ. Thanks to all the families 

who came out to join us for this event. It is a huge fundraiser for the school. Thank you to the Ivy Hill staff, Ivy Hill 

parents, Buffalo Grove High school students and Thomas students that volunteered for this 

event. Lastly thank you for all the donations for the concessions and cake walk. 
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1st Grade Show 

Teachnology 2013 Educational Fair 
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Nurse Hennigan’s Corner 
 

 

Nosebleed Facts 
 

Also called Epistaxis 

The nose has several small blood vessels in the tissue that lines the inside of nose 

This tissue bleeds easily then forms a crust 

These crusts bleed when irritated by blowing, rubbing, or picking  

Nosebleeds occur because of irritation, colds, low humidity, allergies or sinusitis 

They are more common in winter due to heated indoor air and viruses 

Nosebleeds are very common 

Bleeding usually occurs in one nasal passage 

Applying pressure with thumb and finger to the soft part of the nose for 10 minutes to stop bleeding 

Sit down do not lie down  

Tip head forward to avoid swallowing blood 

 

Nosebleed Prevention 

Lower the temperature in your home 

Use cool moist humidifier 

Nasal saline spray 

Apply water-soluble gel 

 

Submitted by Theresa Hennigan, RN, BSN 

           Certified School Nurse 
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Ivy Hill School  

PTA Newsletter  

The Editor Says…  

 About two years ago, I was waiting in the front of the school and a friend and School PTA president, 

Cassy, approached me and asked if I would consider being the school PTA newsletter editor. First, I looked be-

hind me hoping that she is asking someone else and not me. Having said that, I realized that she was directing 

her question to me and not to anyone else. I was quick to say “NO” at first. I didn’t know how to write or even 

get a newsletter together. Cassy then explained that it’s a “piece of cake.” No writing involved just collecting and 

gathering articles from the PTA committees and putting it together in one newsletter which will be published 3 

times within school year. She convinced me! But not because it was easy, it was because I wanted to do some-

thing  for my 3 kids attending Ivy Hill. I know that when I tell them that I will be doing the school newsletter, they 

will love it! Especially Hailey, my 4th grader. She loves the attention. 

 While we parents aren’t doing what we do in order to be recognized, it sure does feel good when some-

one notices. In this edition of the Ivy Hill PTA Newsletter, some of our Committee Chairs will give thanks to the 

individuals who helped make their efforts a success.  

Our family is crazy about the school fun fair. Angie Zitella and the rest of the PTA committee and volun-

teers did an awesome job! Read about the success of it and check out the fun pictures.  

You’ll also hear updates about Ms. Boston’s “Curriculum Spotlight.” The Year Book Committee is still col-

lecting pictures and working productively every year and doesn’t show any signs of slowing down. The PTA 

doesn’t always take the summer off…  

As much as I’ve enjoyed the perks of this job over the last two years (creative control, setting my own 

schedule, hanging out with school parents and staff, seeing my name in print, getting the inside scoop before 

anyone else- just to name a few), the time has come to find a new PTA Newsletter Editor. The job involves: send-

ing email to Committee Chairs, organizing articles, provide the school website person and Committee Chair a 

copy of the newsletter in an appropriate format to be posted on the PTA Website. The position has been suc-

cessfully without co-editors. Feel free to contact me with any questions at trajano.rose@gmail.com or 

224.220.4829.  

The Newsletter would be nothing more than calendar updates and clip art without the generosity of par-

ent contributors and PTA committees. It has been a pleasure this year working with the following people: Su-

zanne Krause, Nicole Wolverton, Chris ODoherty, Helen Tsiftilis, Officer Aiello, Darcy Moder, Ms. Piper Boston, 

Shannon Silverman, Denise Schreiner, and Cassy Mrowicki. Also, I am grateful to Ginny (Virginia) Hiltz for her 

careful and timely proof-reading and uploading the newsletter on to the Ivy Hill website.  

Wishing you all a safe and fun time for the remainder of the school year!  

~ Rose Trajano, Ivy Hill School PTA Newsletter Editor  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=74IR349gOcFJ_M&tbnid=LdjfeV9D9mJagM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtsac.edu%2Finstruction%2Fbusiness%2Fdiv%2Fnewsletter%2Fnewsletter-main.html&ei=jN8TUZyOG-f-2QXrqo
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