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Welcome to the 2012 – 2013 school year!   

 

We are excited about the many fun events we have already hosted and are looking forward to the many 

upcoming PTA events in the next few months.  The first few months of the school year are always busy 

and it’s no different for the PTA.  Our committees welcomed new Ivy Hill families at the Welcome Picnic, 

co-hosted our Ice Cream Social and led our Ivy Hill Runners to another successful Fun Run raising funds 

for the Special Olympics this year.  Additionally our 3 – 5 graders were able to gather together for a suc-

cessful Movie Night.  All students were excited to participate in our Everybody Counts activities where 

students are able to learn more about friends with special needs as well as Red Ribbon week, when they 

make a pledge to ‘Say No to Drugs’.  We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to our Room Reps for 

the wonderful Halloween parties last week.  We would also like to extend a HUGE thank you to all of our 

PTA volunteers for their time in making our activities so successful. 

 

Our fundraising efforts have been very successful, including our monthly Dining for Dollars at local res-

taurants, monthly Market Day orders, a successful Spirit Wear fundraiser and our Box Tops committee 

has been very busy to exceed our 2011 – 2012 goal! 

 

If you haven’t been able to participate in a few of our events already, don’t worry, there are plenty more 

to come!  If you would like to volunteer for any of our PTA events, please contact our Volunteer Coordi-

nator,  Betsy Hadley (bah519@wowway.com).   

 

Everyone is looking forward to our annual Holiday Gift Shop, students and family will be able to shop for 

those special gifts for family and friends and enjoy a few snacks.   

 

We can’t thank you enough for your support of Ivy Hill’s PTA.  Everything we do is possible only because 

of the time and effort given by our dedicated parents, students and school staff!  We look forward to a 

great second half with all of you!! 

 

Denise and Cassy 

 

mailto:bah519@wowway.com
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Dear AHSD 25 parents, 
I am always surprised to see how fast the 1st quarter draws to a close. When we are so busy 
with school activities filling every hour, time certainly flies by. I hope you are enjoying the 
many good things you see your child doing as he/she is engaged in productive learning at 
school. We continue to emphasize both student learning and adult learning and thus are engaged in several projects 
designed to enhance the learning of our students through the learning of our staff . Some of these projects include: 
Advanced Learning Program Development committee, Assessment committee, Habits of Mind committee, Standards 
committee, English Language Arts Study committee, 
3rd-5th grade Common Core Study committee, 6th and 7th grade Language Arts Common Core Study committee, 8th 
grade Language Arts Common Core Study committee, WEXpert Coaching, ELL/Bilingual Program Study committee, K-2 
Literacy Assessment System pilot, IGNITE - iWIRED - reWIRED pilots, LMC (Library Media Center) Power Standards and 
Goals committee, Middle School Math Study, Middle School Science Study, Multiage Classroom Study, Parent Nights - 
January 15th, February 19th and March 7th, RTI Facilitators Study, K-5 Science, D 25 TECHSPERTS, Science and Com-
mon Core Standards Literacy pilot, K-2 Units of Study writing program, and Middle School World Language Study. After 
reviewing this list, you might conclude that everything we do is always under review. And you would be correct. In this 
continuous effort of sifting and winnowing, we try to be continuous learners and improvers. 
 
Please mark your calendars and join us at these meetings: 
1. November 8 at 7pm - District Assessments - Chris Fahnoe, presenter - Village Hall 
2. February 9 at 7pm - District Variety Show (all proceeds to ABC 25 Foundation) - TMS 
3. February 12 - Kindergarten Registration 
4. February 19 - Community Conversation - Topic: What are the colleges and universities admissions office looking for 
in their next freshmen class? Dr. Dale Truding and college representatives 
5. March 8 - Cultural Arts Fair at 6pm - Thomas Middle School 
 
Thank you for being involved parents and supporting your child and your school. This partnership makes us all strong-
er. If you have not done so, please join your PTA and ABC 25 Foundation. You can do ABC 25 Foundation online or con-
tact your school PTA. It is easy, convenient and so important. 
Thank you!  
 
Dr. Sarah Jerome 
Superintendent 
 

From Our School Superintendent Dr. Sarah Jerome 
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Curriculum Spotlight:  LMC Power Standards-WIRED for Success and Understanding 

by Ms. Boston 

The roles of the school’s library and librarian have really evolved over the past several years with the evolution of technology and 

learning. In addition to the familiar ways we are used to the library supporting reading and education in the school, it is important 

to know that the Library Media Center (LMC) and our LMC Specialist play a critical role in facilitating 21st century student learning 

in the areas of inquiry-based learning, information literacy, digital literacy, and exposure to literature and informational text.  

For the past couple of years, each grade level (2-5) has purposefully collaborated with the LMC Specialist to create sustained in-

quiry-based research studies (sometimes referred to as UbD units) connected to the grade level curriculum. We have invited stu-

dents to generate their own questions and explore their own answers using digital and information literacy resources. These stud-

ies have been highly engaging and have incorporated many different student skills.  

The introduction of the new state English/Language Arts Common Core Standards has only helped to emphasize the importance of 

students having balanced experiences reading and responding to both fiction and nonfiction. The new Common Core Standards call 

for students as early as kindergarten to begin: 

 Participating in shared research and writing projects 

 Gathering information from provided sources to answer a question 

 Knowing and using various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to 

locate key facts or information in a text efficiently 

 Drawing evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

 Reporting on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descrip-

tive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace 

 Using technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing…as well as to interact and collaborate with others.  

This school year, all grade level teams are looking to refine the different research projects at each grade level, while also adding 

more short nonfiction studies and projects throughout the school year. This approach will help kindergarten through fifth grade 

students to develop, practice, and apply new skills, as well as complement learning from other longer research/nonfiction experi-

ences. They will be naturally connected to the social science and science curriculum and provide students and teachers with op-

portunities to extend learning and understanding. 

Our LMC will support these studies in many different ways. Everyone has learned that research and inquiry can take place any-

where in the school not just in our Library Media Center. Continue to checkout Ivy’s LMC website and encourage your children to 

tell you about what they are reading, studying, researching, learning, etc. throughout the school year! 
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Treasurer Report  By:  Helen Tsiftilis 

So far this year we have had 6 successful fundraisers, raising over $3,800 of our $8,739 goal.  Thank 

you for supporting our Spirit Wear, Movie Night, Taffy Apples, Dining for Dollars (Nino’s and Gira-

baldi’s) and monthly Market Day. 

Where do our fundraising dollars go?  The PTA is a not for profit organization and all the money we 

raise goes back to the students, the school, and to support the PTA’s operating needs.  If we have anything left over at the 

end of the year, it gets rolled into the next school year’s budget as excess funds and typically used for student activities, 

PTA needs, and a reduction to the following year’s fundraising commitment.  The PTA’s budget was posted at the begin-

ning of the year in the front window and emailed to all PTA members.  The budget and other reports can be found on the 

PTA’s website http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/about-the-pta/pta-reports.  

 

What are some of the expenses we have incurred this school year? 

$50 is budgeted for each teacher to purchase items they need in their classrooms.  We have paid out $450.00 and there are 

still more than 25 teachers. 

Annual Arlington Heights Council dues, $400. 

Annual general liability and bond insurance policies and a Secretary of State fee, which in total was $313. 

Purchased $140 in supplies for our Everybody Counts Program. 

 

In the coming months we will be having more expenses which directly benefit the students.  Some of these activities are the Chess 

Club, Holiday Gift Shop, Education Fair and Roller Skating Party.   

Welcome To Ivy Hill  
by Lily Askew 

 
In August, the Welcoming Committee hosted it's annual Welcoming Picnic at 
Camelot Park. The picnic was for incoming kindergarteners and new families 
to Ivy Hill. There were over 40 families in attendance. Committee members 
and PTA volunteers donated snacks to share with all families and were avail-
able to answer questions. Students had the opportunity to meet future 
classmates and families were able to talk with other Ivy Hill families. Every 
new student received a raffle prize from PTA, and Ms. Boston provided all 
new students with Ivy Hill Shirts. It was a fun evening for all!  

SAFETY PATROL  by Jen Baumeister 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of the adults and kids who are following rules, setting good ex-

amples, and working to positively contribute to the safety of the Ivy Hill community.  The 5th Grade 

Safety Patrols are off to a good start under the direction of Mr. Hengels, as they learn their posts and 

navigate learning to communicate with walkers and drivers during drop-off and pick-up times.  THANK 

YOU VERY MUCH to the adults who have assisted these students in learning how to be effective communicators and examples for 

the other students. 

 

A great big thank you to all of the adults who have volunteered in the morning (spreading cheer in their bright green vests) to help 

facilitate a safe and smooth drop-off for our children.  To all of those dropping children off, please remember safety first and an 

ounce of patience will get the littlest members of our community to their desired destination safely.  Thank you to all of those who 

smile and wave in the morning, it helps to start everyone's morning with an ounce of goodwill and cheer!   

http://ivyhillpta.wordpress.com/about-the-pta/pta-reports
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From the environmental committee    by: Suzanne Krause 

The environmental committee will again be collecting old holiday string lights for recycling this year. 
You can bring them in to school anytime after Thanksgiving through the middle of January. 
November 15th is America Recycles Day. Did you know there are also many recycling opportunities 
available throughout the community?- Eyeglasses can be brought to the Arlington Heights Memorial 
Library to be donated. They collect them just inside the main entrance of the library. 
- Household batteries can be recycled at the Arlington Heights Village Hall, in the Health Department 
located on the 1st Floor. They are open Monday through Friday, 8am-5pm. 

-Rechargeable batteries, CFLs, cell phones, plastic plant trays and pots can be taken to Lowe's. 
-Rechargeable batteries, inkjet and toner cartridges, and wires, cords, and cables can be recycled at Best Buy. They have recycling 
kiosks at all of their stores for these items. 
-Rechargeable power tool batteries can be recycled at Home Depot. 
-Many electronics can be recycled as well. Genesis Electronics Recycling, Inc. accepts computers, printers, televisions, DVD and VCR 
players, fax machines, cameras, microwaves, PlayStations, Wii, Nintendo DS, extension cords, cable boxes, and many other electron-
ics. They are located at 3405 N. Ridge, Arlington Heights. You can drop off your items any time between 8am and 4pm, Monday 
through Friday. For more information and a complete list of the items they accept for recycling, please look at their website: http://
www.genesisrecycling.net/index.html. 
-Abt Electronics recycles all electronics, large appliances and small appliances (e.g. computers, hair dryers, microwaves, toasters, 
humidifiers), cardboard, white polystyrene (styrofoam) and plastic packaging material. Items should be brought to their Recycling 
Center, which is the freestanding building located just west of the main building. Their website is http://www.abt.com/. 
Thanks for doing your part to keep these items out of our landfills! When we all do our own small part, it adds up to a big differ-
ence! 

Ivy’s Garden Continues to Grow   by Ginny Hiltz 

With the success of the Fall Garden Day on September 30th, Ivy Hill’s Community Garden is 

well underway to becoming an active, educational space for our students. Funded by more 

than $6,000 in grant awards written by staff and parents, Ivy’s garden will be completed by 

the end of this school year. The design, developed and supported by the Arlington Heights 

Garden Club, and specifically Master Gardener Diane Bolash, includes a working production 

garden with a raised produce bed for each grade level, and a native-species prairie garden. 

Each garden space includes a classroom meeting area to encourage students and teachers to make connections with the District’s 

hands-on Science curriculum, and enjoy a beautiful outdoor space in which to learn. The final phase of the initial garden design will 

take place in the spring. We will once again call on family volunteers to help us with the planting of native grasses, flowers, shrubs, 

and trees that will fill in the garden space around the newly-laid limestone pathway. Classrooms will also be invited to plant a varie-

ty of produce in the raised beds to be harvested in spring and fall. If you are interested in supporting the work in the Ivy Hill garden, 

please sign up to help during the Spring planting day, or contact the Ivy Hill office to find out how to get involved! You can find out 

additional information about the garden progress by following the Ivy Hill Garden Blog at ivyhillgden.blogspot.com. 

 
Student Council’s Ivy Hill Initiatives   by Ginny Hiltz 
The 2012-2013 Ivy Hill Student Council is back to work planning great events for Ivy Hill students. This year, 

our returning Council of 4th and 5th grade members joined with two new classroom representatives to en-

sure that all 4th and 5th grade classrooms have student representation. Our 15 Student Council reps have 

held several meetings since the beginning of the school year and have already accomplished a lot! The full 

Council elected leaders including a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Communications Chairperson, School Store Chairperson and a Publicity 

Chairperson. These students will form committees to support all Student Council events throughout the year. Current on-going events include the 

re-opening of the Ivy Hill School Store which operates during lunchtime and sells small school-related items like pencils, erasers and highlighters. 

As well, the Student Council is coordinating with ServePro of Arlington Heights to sponsor a canned food drive which runs through November 

16th. Student Council members work with advisor-teachers Mrs. Caudill and Miss Kathan, meet during lunch times, and communicate via an Ed-

modo group which is a private networking site coordinated through the District. This year’s Council representatives will serve for the remainder of 

the 2012-2013 school year. New representatives will be elected from each 4th and 5th grade class in the fall of 2013 to serve for next year. Inter-

ested in finding out more about Student Council’s activities? Feel free to contact the Ivy Hill office or Mrs. Caudill or Miss Kathan directly. 

http://www.genesisrecycling.net/index.html
http://www.genesisrecycling.net/index.html
http://www.abt.com/
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Chess Club         from Lynn Feder and Tracy VanHoy 
 

On Monday, November 26th, we will have our first Chess Club meeting in the Commons after school from 
3:35 to 4:30. This will be an optional session for students that have played chess before, and a required ses-
sion for those new to the game. We will be showing an instructional video during that time to get all the new 
players up to speed. The following day, Chess Club will begin meeting during its regular time: lunch recess. 

Children will play Chess games with their classmates, with adults available to instruct and help as needed. The dates we'll be 
holding Chess Club during lunch recess are: Tuesday Nov 27 and Mondays Dec 3, Dec 10, Dec 17, Jan 7, Jan 14, Jan 28 and Feb 4. 

New this year, the yearbook will be a hardcover book, so you won't want to miss it! And don't forget 

to submit your pictures for the yearbook! Our photographers can't be everywhere, so we need your 

pictures to make it a great yearbook. Only photos from school related events will be accepted. To 

submit photos online, go to:  

https://images.memoryebooks.com/login If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter 

username: 400143555 and password: ivyeagles. Please note the grade of the pictured students. Including names of the students 

is not necessary. 

          Save the Date! December 1st  9:00 - 11:30 AM   
HOLIDAY GIFT SHOP                                                                                                   

from Shanin Trivanovic, Lisa Vates and Krysta Zyck 

 

We are once again quickly approaching the holidays, which means Ivy Hill's common area and gym will 

soon be transformed into the Holiday Gift Shop. A favorite of Ivy hill families, it is a great time for the chil-

dren to purchase low cost items for family members and then have them gift wrapped before even return-

ing home. Parents and their children can relax after shopping with hot chocolate, milk, coffee, and donuts. 

Holiday Gift Shop is on Saturday, December 1 from 9:00-11:30 AM. There are many opportunities to volun-

teer for this event. Please email Krista at KLZyck@yahoo.com if you are interested in helping out. 

 

Last year we successfully added crafters and vendors to the shop which provided an even greater variety of shopping for the 

children and their parents. We are once again looking for interested crafters or vendors to sell their "wares" at our Holiday Gift 

Shop! Please email Lisa at lvates@yahoo.com if you or someone you know might be interested in participating! We will be ac-

cepting sellers on a first come, first serve basis, and we cannot accept more than one of the same vendor.  

 

Movie Night Committee 
by Lily Askew 

 
This year the Movie Night Committee asked students to vote on-line for the movie of their choice. Ap-
proximately, 125 students in grades 3-5 were in attendance to see Alvin and The Chimpunks Chip-
wrecked. Movie Night Committee wants to thank the following vendors for their generous donations: 
Meijers, McDonalds, Costco, Target, Dominick's, Jewel, AMC Theaters, and Loop Liguors.  
We'd also like to thank all of the parents that volunteered their time to gather donations and supervise 

the event. A Special Thank You to Principal Boston, Ms. Patton, Mrs. Williams, and to the 2016 Class Board for their involvement 
as well. 
 

https://images.memoryebooks.com/login
mailto:KLZyck@yahoo.com
http://us.mc1601.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=vates@yahoo.com
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Ice Cream Social/Meet & Greet 

WELCOMING PICNIC 

     First Day of School 

Walk To School Day 

3rd-5th grade Movie Night 

Everybody Counts 

4th Grade Show 

 Halloween Parade 
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Everybody Counts at Ivy Hill 

 

The week of October 15th, Ivy Hill students participated in a program called Everybody Counts.  Everybody Counts is a 

published curriculum for grades K-8th that explores disability awareness through various activities.  Each grade level 

curriculum teaches about a different disability, so as students move from one grade to another they are taught about a 

new disability. 

 

Kindergarten: An introduction to the program.  Students get an overview of vision, and hearing impairments. 

1st grade: Visual impairments. Students got to feel their name in braille 

2nd Grade-Hearing impairments and Blindness. Students used their sense of smell to identify common scents. 

3rd Grade: Cognitive delayed Students had to button a shirt with socks on their hands 

4th Grade: Motor Impairments Students got to see how it is to use a walker or a wheelchair to get around 

5th Grade Learning Disabilities Students tried to unscramble words.  They also had the opportunity to stay after 

school and watch a Hallmark Hall of Fame movie Front of the Class a movie based on a true story of a 

teacher with Tourette’s. 

Through the entire program there is an underlying theme that no one is good at everything.  We each have strengths 

and weaknesses that we have to work through every day.  The next time a challenge is faced the students may remem-

ber how hard it is for someone to do things that may be easy for them.  By walking in someone else’s shoes, not only 

do the students gain appreciation for that person but it gives them more motivation to work hard when facing a chal-

lenge. 

Have a conversation with your child about “Everybody Counts” 
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Nurse Hennigan’s Corner 
                                       Five Steps for Fighting Stress                                            

from Kidshealth.org 

Everybody gets stressed from time to time. Different people feel stress in different ways. Some ways of dealing with stress — like 

screaming, hitting someone, or punching a wall — don't solve much. But other ways, like talking to someone you trust, can start 

you on the road to solving your problem or at least feeling better. 

Try taking these five steps the next time you are stressed: 

1. Get support. When you need help, reach out to the people who care about you. Talk to a trusted adult, such as a parent, 

other relative, a school counselor, or a coach. And don't forget about your friends. They might be worried about the same test or 

have had similar problems, such as dealing with a divorce or the death of a beloved pet. 

2. Don't freak out! It's easy to let your feelings go wild when you're upset. Notice your feelings, and name them — for example, 

"I am so angry!" And say or think about why you feel that way. Then, find a way to calm down and get past the upset feelings and 

find a way to express them. Do breathing exercises, listen to music, write in a journal, play with a pet, go for a walk or a bike ride, 

or do whatever helps you shift to a better mood. 

3. Don't take it out on yourself. Sometimes when kids are stressed and upset they take it out on themselves. Oh, dear, that's 

not a good idea. Remember that there are always people to help you. Don't take it out on yourself. Be kind to yourself and ask for 

the helping hand or pat on the back that you need — and deserve — to get you through the tough situation you're facing. 

4. Try to solve the problem. After you're calm and you have support from adults and friends, it's time to get down to business. 

You need to figure out what the problem is. Even if you can't solve all of it, maybe you can begin by solving a piece of it. 

Be positive — most stress is temporary. It may not seem like it when you're in the middle a stressful situation, but stress does go 
away, often when you figure out the problem and start working on solving it. 

These five steps aren't magic — and you might have to do some steps more than once, but they do work. And if you can stay pos-

itive as you make your way through a tough time, you'll help yourself feel better even faster. Ah . . . it feels so good when the 

stress is gone! 
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